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PREFACE. 
WO great Theological Subjects having 
po fallen under ſome notice of the 
Convocation, in which they may poſſibly raiſe 
urther Contention, viz. The Validity of Diſ= 
enters Baptiſm, and the Power of Sacerdotal 
(bſolution, or Remiſſion of Sins; I have 
lready publiſhed ſome Compendious Specu- 
ations of Valid and Invalid Baptiſm, 
thereby to explain the Senſe, as well as to ju- 
ify the Practice of our Church herein upon 
the Principles of the Ancient and Catholic 
Politie, in order to prevent, what in me lies, 
il future Contentions in Convocation on that 
Article. And with the ſame deſign I now offer 
theſe Specul ations concerning Sacerdotal Abſo- 
lation, in defence of our Church, againſt my 
Brother Arch. Deacon Dr, Cannon. . 
The Learned Dr. Brett has. been engaged in 
both theſe Arguments, which yet never came 
0 my Hands before ] wrote theſe Papers. But 
ſince the Publication of my Speculations upon 
Invalid Baptiſm, Dr. Brett's Azſwer #0 
M. Bingham and the Biſhop of Oxford 
x As bars 


horaakd 87 nie, lar . fa 
Pr. Cannon. "There , ſome diſſerence in m 
Sentiments about the K. de of Perſon; 
anauthoritatively Ba &c. 2 the 
| Learned Doctors. +20 there be tl 
lle in theſe about Abſolutiou, J cannot tel, 
thi*-F fancy there cannot be any momento 
Abg. . Be it as it will, my deſigu has ben 
to maintain, what" I think well'conflituted in 
our Church; and herein my Dut) to the Church 
and T ruth together do oblige, and will, I hon, 
2 ſtify me, and ſatisfy their Voturies, "and "= 
ent all e iviſions hereupon, w < 
as it is a laudable Def gu, fol wich it wil han 
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Compendions Speculations, &c. - 


H E Reverend Dr. Cannon, Arch- 


h Deacon of Norfolk, thought fit, 
, not only to make two Motions in 


the Lower Houſe of Convocation 
upon this Subject, but has pleas'd to Print 
them, in pretence only to right himſelf from 
Miſrepreſentation, but in truth to propagate: 
his own Notions among the People, ſince he 
cou'd not prevail in the Houſe for a Synodicab 
declaration of them. 7 | 
He was pleaſed to pretend himſelf offended 
at Dr. Brett's Sermon, and wou'd have brought 
it under Cenſure; but it appears, that his aim 
was not ſo much againſt Dr. Brett, as againſt 
the publick Form of Abſolving the Sick, and 
the Power of Remitting and Retaining of Sins 
in the Ordination of Prieſts; both which he 
declaims againſt, not only as Novel in Time, 
but Popiſhly Irreligious in Principle and Inſti- 
tution. And in the firſt Motion in the Houſe, 
as well as now in his Print, he cou'd make no 
other excuſe for our firſt Reformers herein, 
but Compliance to the Popiſh Prejudices of the 
People. P. 14. | 
It ſhall not be my buſineſs to trace him 
through-out z But I ſhall ſhew that he * 
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5 ((3) 
his utmoſt to Diſgrace, and finally does in for 
Condemn herein the Liturgies of the Church, 
to which he has often times atteſted his u- 
feigned Aſſen t and Conſent before God, aud 
his Church. He 1s not. alone herein, but he 
has ſeveral other Patterns, and Fellows, in the 
moſt important Stations in the Church. 
He owns then, that the form of Abſolving 
the ſick Penitent is Authoritative, p. 14, 18 
The Form being verbatim ſuch ; © Our Lord 
ce "Jeſus Chriſt, who hath left Power to his 
* Church to Abſolve alt Sinners, who truly 
ee Repent, and Believe in him; of his geit 
& Mercy forgive thee thine Offences. And hy 
& his Authority committed to me, I Abſfolre 
„ thee from all thy Sins, in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Hoy 
4 Ghoſt; Amn. 121 
Yet upon all his Reading, this Doctor gire 
His Opinion freely, That no Chriſtian Frieſ 
„r his Authority to Abſolve any one from hs 
Sins; That for a Prieſt to pretend to fuch 
& Authority is great Preſumption; and that to 
ic think ſuch Authoritative Abſolution is d 
ct the leaſf efficacy for the Pardon of Sin, s 
groſs Superſtition, p. 33838383. 
Now what Arguments bas this Man for thus 
Opinion? Truly none but theſe, 1ſt, That the 
Forms of Abſolution and Ordination of Prieſt 
are not in the old Rituals; And 2405, That the 
Church of Rome firſt eſtabliſhed the Authorits 
tive Forms. The firſt he has from e orinw, 
eMartene, and Goar, p. 22, to 25. and the lat: 
ter from Conciliar Definitions in Popiſh Times 


As to the firſt, his three Authors aſſert, that 
before the Thirteenth Century, only a Depre- 
catory form of Penitentiary Abſohition was in 
uſe; but in the Thirteenth Century, and after, 
to that Deprecatory they added the Indicative 
form, finally concluding the Deprecatory not 
be of the ſſence of Abſolution. He adds, 
That in the Time of Innocent III. the Abſolu- 
tion from the judicial Sentence of Excommu- 
mcation was given in Deprecatory words, p. 28. 
From whence he wou'd conclude, that this 
Form had no effieacy to Abſolve, as praying 
ly for God's: Abſolution. © © A 
Now this wou'd ſeem to be of weight, if 
the Church had never before believed the Prieſt- 
ly Authority efficacious to bind and - looſe, re- 
hin and remit: Sins. But all the Antients, nay 
all Ages of the Church, did uniformly own 
this as a ſpiritual and fundamental Principle of 
he Eceleſiaſtical Diſeipline, and therefore, in 
whatſoever Modes of Forms it was miniſtred, 
ey all receiv d it as Authoritative and Effectu- 
. And here it muſt be noted, That the 
Form, which the Schoolmen have called De? 
precatory, in diſtinction from the Indicative, 3s 
not properly Deprecatory, as a Prayer made 
only to God, nor meerly Optative within the 
Feſt himſelf that God wou'd Pardon, but 
ronunciatory of Sinners in God's Name; Let 
dd, ( in whoſe Name and Authority I act) 
\bſolye thee; on which they depended as cer- 
unly-Effectual- And while the faith of this 
Ttain- Efficacy of Sacerdotal Abſolution con- 
Unyed, ſuch Form was moſt pious and decent: 
ut when, thro” the ignorance e 
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of degenerate Times, And tin Jexitical was 
tonneſs of Schoolmen, either the helief of this 
Efficacy began to decay 21 or the formet Form 


from their true ey. 
rious Intention to one meerly Deprecatory, thi 
made it abſolutely neceſſary: to inftitute the 
- moſt Authoritative" Form in addition to th 
former, to ſecute the Catholic Principle of I. 
floacy herein. And our Reformers, that mof 
nicely fifted this matter, tho* they endeavourd 
to wean off People from the corrupt Pratticy 
of Auricular Confeſſion, yet retain this moſt 
Authoritative Form in the Abſolution of the 
Sick, in affertion of chat Abſotving Authority 
which this D "condemns ; and we have fil 
in all our Reviews and Changes, without ay 
favour or reſpect to Papiſts, continued i it agaml 
| all Fanatic Rages to the eontrar ? 

The ſame is to be ſaid: for Form of Or 
daining Frieſts: For if it became neceſſary to 
anſtitutèe ſuch a Form, to ſecure the Catholic 

Doctrine of this ſacred Power in the Prieſthood, 
againſt Cavils, or Decay, the Principle being 
Catholic, True; and founded in God's Word, 
Cas a Teſtimony to the Divine and A poſtoliel 
Tradition thereof) *twas not only Authorits 
tively; Lawfu};: but Prudent, and X rom. ok abſo 
Jutely Neceflary ſo to do. 
Hheſide the moſt antient Formularies now er 

tant are very late, in reſpecł of the primeſt A- 
tiquity, and were only humane Proviſions, ha- 
vying no more Authority than the preſent, and 
ſuch as to'which Poſterity was not for ever 0 
be bound; And were, and are as liable to cl! 


2 * ours are, and perhaps * 


C8) | 
ice ours more fully keep up cloſe to the Ag 
lical Ordination, John 20. 21, 22. and the © 
niverſal Tradition ( thereupon, and from | 
hence to all Ages) of the Effectual Power of 
\bſolution, and Sacerdotal Sanctification by the 


I | 

Me Ghoſt ng 

Is true, indeed, the Doctor dares not deny 

« Wi Power of Efficacious and Authoritative Ab- 

; otion in Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, in vertue of 
as ordination. But he broadly hints, p. 9, 10. 


phat, at laſt, he loudly proclaims, That the 
ergy hnve not now the ſame Ability or Ca- 
acity to execute that Power, and conſe- 
huently have not the Power it ſelf. But 'tis | 
nough to reply, not only that the Scriptures 
zire Inſtances, and preſcribe Precepts for the 
Exerciſe of this Diſcipline of Remitting and 
Retaining of Sins to ſucceeding Powers; but 
the whole Catholick Church long ſubſiſted both 
in its Being and Purity, againſt all the Perſecu- 
ions of Men and Devils, by the meer Sacred 
ertue thereof, which therefore muſt be Divine, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. Nay, tis fit to add, 
That from one End of the Scriptures to the o- 
ther, either of Humane or Divine Forgiveneſs 
of Offences, how different ſoever the Forms, or 
Degrees of ſuch Forgiveneſſes be, there is no one 
mentioned in any wiſe but what is effectual; 
nor in any Eccleſiaſtical or Profane Authors, as 
far as ever I have obſerved. The Rabbinic and 
Caſuiſtical Senſe of Binding and Looſing by meer 
Rabbi's as meer Caſuiſts or Doctors, tho? it be 
interpretative only of the Laws, was yet 
founded on a Prior, Judicial, and Effectual Senſe, 
in their Conſiſtories and Diſcipline. But, how- 
| | D every 
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ever, this interpretative or declaratory Senſe; 


not found among them, for Retaining or Remit- 

ting of Sins, a Senſe that is perfect Nonſenſe, if 
applied to the Words of this Ordination, or of 
our Sayiour'sof Binding andLooſing, to St. Peter, 
Matt. 16. and the Apoſtles, Matt. 18. as any 


that declaratory Senſe or Expreſſion. If then 
Forgiveneſs of all ſorts be an Eficacious At al- 
ways, whoſoever has any Commiſfion to the 
Miniſtry thereof, does it with Efficacy, and 
therefore Effectually too, if there be no Incape- 
city or Obſtruction thereunto in the Perſon for- 
S1vEne:1! : © | 

Thus the Minifter that Baptizes a Proſelyte, 
cleanſes and abſolves him entirely from all the 
Stain and Penal Guilt of all his former Sins, and 
the Form-is Pronunciatory, 1 Baptize thee, and 
if it had been added, cleanſe thee * all thy Sins, 
it had been no Preſumption, God ratifying hs 
Act, and effectually performing the Grace there- 
of. And if a Prieſt has any Power to abſolve 
Sins after Baptiſm, as the wholeChurch has main- 
tain d againſt the Montaniſts and Nevations, How 
is the Autlioritative Form, I abſolve thee more 
peccant or preſumptuous than that of, I Baptiu 
thee? | | 
In the Abſolution from any Cenſure Eccleſa- 
ſtical, incurred or paſt, the Abſolution muſt be 
really Authoritative and Effectual, whatloeve! 
the Form of Words be, and therefore tis 10 
Preſumption to uſe this Form, I abfolve thee. 
So when a guilty Conſcience, by the Appoutt- 
ment of the Church, applies it ſelf to the Prieh, 

- whoismade a judge of Conſcience by theWo! ; 
. 0 
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(7) | 
sf Ordination, and the nature of His Prieſthood, 
(to be exerciſed according to the direction of 
the Supreme Powers of the Church ) as well as 
a Phyfician of the Soul, and a Miniſter of the 
Divine Mercy, when the Prieſt has performed 
al his Medicinal Offices, He, as a Judge dele- 
gated in Chriſt s ſtead, Remits the Penitent Sin- 
ner from the Bond of his Sins, under which he 
was before bound, as Chriſt himſelt ſometimes 
did, and wou'd have done in ſuch a Caſe purſu- 
ant to the deſign of the Covenant of Grace 
and he is effectually Remitted, and thereby enti- 
tled to God's Mercy and Grace, if he take care 
to Sin no more. | 2 

But this does not tie up the Divine Mercy ſo 
as never to forgive, either in this World or in 
the World to come, without the intervening 
Abſolution of a Prieſt; for if a Man's private 
Conſcience is fully aſſured, and eſtabliſhed in 
the Peace of God, and Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, 
he is under no neceflity of a particular Sacerdo- 


tal Abſolution; but while his Conſcience is 


bound under the pungent ſenſe of his Guilt, this 
is the moſt certain way to relieve him. 
In the Exhortation to the Communion ( as 
well as in the Viſitation of the Sick) tis decla- 
red requiſite, That no Man ſhould come to the 
Holy Communion but with a full truſt in God's 
Mercy, and with a quiet Conſcience ; and 
therefore the unquietable Conſcience is directed 
as well to the Abſolution, as the Miniftry, 
Ghoſtly Counſel, and Advice of God's Word ; 
and tho* there is no Form preſcribed, yet, the 
fame being the Caſe here as in the Abſolution of 
the Sick, the ſame Form is herein alſo warrant- 
ed, B 2 Nay, 


ee 
Nay, it s the publick Coniſtitution, and the 
ſame founded on à juſt Principle, That no Man 
mall, or can rightly be admitted to the public 
Communion, without public Confeſſion of their 
Sins to God, and the as public Abſolution of the 
Prieſt immediately conſequent thereupon. The 
Form of: which is this | 4 
„ Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who 
ce of his great Mercy hath promiſed forgiveneſ 
ff of Sins to all them that with hearty Repen- 
£ tance and true Faith turn unto him, have 
© Mercy upon you, Pardon and Deliver you 
. ©: from all your Sins, Confirm and Strengthen 
ce you in all Goodneſt, and bring you to Ever- 
fe laſting Life, thro* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
e Amen. \ 7 FE OS 1079: 
This Dr. Cannon hath aſſerted not to be meer- 
ly Deprecatory, but mixt with ſomething of 
Authoritative Abſolution ; but this, as he hus 
| * been able to trace very high, p. 42, 43. ſo 
e cannot approve the mixture of the Author 
tative. But in truth this Form is fully Authori- 
tative and Pronunciatory, not directly offered to 
God as the object of Prayer, but from God by 
his Authority on the Perſons of Men, the att 
terminating on thoſe, to whom the Words are 
ſpoken. in the ſecond Perſon, and are of effic- 
cious and enſuring. intention. Nay, had they 
been a meer form of Prayer, yet if it had been 
of certain Efficacy by vertue of Divine Promiſe 
and Conſtitution, it wou'd have been Author: 
tative with God in vertue thereof, and there: 
fore Authoritatively operative for and upon Men; 
there being herein ſome: Vertue, like that of 
Jacob's ſtrugling with God, by which he, 28 


Prince 


l - ae 
ine, had Power with God, and with Men, 
nd had prevailed, Gen. 32. 88. 
Thus in the Senſe of the Catholic Church 
from the beginning, Confirmation was ever 
honght,, and received as effectually adding more 
race to that of Baptiſm; and the ſame Princi- 

ple, as well as Practice, continues in our Chure 

I ich the Biſhop lays his Hand on the Hea 
f every one ſeverally, as a ſign of Authority in 
adding more Grace under God's Ordinance, 
th-this Prayer only, © Defend, O Lord, this 
thy Child [ or Servant ] with thy heavenly 
Grace, that he may continue, thine for ever, 
and daily increaſe in thy Holy Spirit more 
„ and more, until he come unto thine ever- 

* laſting Kingdom. Amen. . 
Remiſſion of Sins is from God one of his ef- 
«tual Bleſſings; and the Eſſential Office of a 
Prieſt under the Law was, as typically to cleanſe 
and expiate Sins and Pollutions by Levitical 
Rites; ſo in a Moral Form of Religion and 
ety, to Bleſs God's People in the Name of the 
Lord, Deut. 21. 5. and God promiſed effectually 
to make good their Bleſſing. So Numb. 6. 22. 
0 the And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, 
" ſaying; ſpeak unto. Aaron and unto his Sons, 
" ſaying, On this wiſe ſhall ye Bleſs the Chil- 
" dren of 1/rael, ſaying unto them; The Lord 
 dles thee, and keep thee; The Lord make 
bis face to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious 
, unto thee ; The Lord lift up his Countenance | 
upon thee, and give thee Peace, (which in- 
cludes Pardon. ) © And they ſhall put my Name 
Upon the Children of Iſrael, and I will Bleſs 
them. Here was the Form preſcribed, * 
. the 


| * 
the Efffcach afured ; The Form the ſame wit; 
1 5 our ONT at ow Communion, not 
meerly Deprecatory, but Pronunciatory to ef. 
fect: All therefore the Prieſts Efectually 8 
Authoritatively Bleſſed by the Inſtitution and 
Confirmation of God. Now this being a lo- 
ral and Spiritual Office of Prieſthood, was not 
to dye with the Levitical, but to continue in 
the Chriſtian Prieſthood; for Chriſt being made 
an High Prieſt for ever after the Order of Jil. 
chiſedeck; Pſal. 110. 4. Heb.'5. 6. and 7. 1) 
who Bleſſed Abrabam at © a ſacred Banque 
Gen. 14. 19. As Chriſt's and Melchifedeck's Blel 
ſings, in whatſoever Form uttered, were effet- 
Al, fo muſt that of the Chriſtian Prieſthood he 
for ever; and particularly that of the Remiſlin 
of Sins, which we are not only to Preach or De- 
clare, Luke 24. 47- but alſo to Miniſter in 
Chrift's Name and Perſon, 2 Cor. 2. 10. 
S800 St. James, Ch. 5. v. 14, 15. © Is anyfiid 
- < among you ? Let him call for the Elders d 
* "This Church; and let them Pray over hin, 
“ anointing him with Oil in the Name of the 
< Lord: And the Prayer of Faith ſnall fare 
ec the Sick, and if he have committed Sins 
te they ſhall be forgiven him. All which is te 
effect of the Authoritative Unction and Praye 
of the Elders or Priefts 
That our Saviour Chriſt, as Son of Man, ha 
Power on Earth to forgive Sins effectually none 
can deny; Matt. 9:6. Mark 2. 10. Luke 5-14 
Since in him we had, and have Redemption by 
his Blood, even Remiſſion of Sins, Col. 1. 14 
And this he practiced, tho? but in Forms meer 
in Sound Declaratory, in Senſe effectually Pro. 
25 | | nuncſiatot) 


e 

T diate 7; ſaying only, Thy Sins be forgiven: | 
dee; Matt. 9. 2, 5- Mark 2. 5, 9. Luk 5. 20, 
3. Luke 7. 47, 48, 49, 50. by which all under- 

tood, that he meant an Authoritative Remiſſion 
f his own, tho'the Paſſive and Imperſonal Form 
lid not to a Letter expreſs it, nor go beyond a 
neer declaratory Gertanedte. .. Donfe 
And therefore, I think, that after the general 
anfefion,the declaratory Form of Abſolution or 
Remiſſion of Sins following, as in theAbſolutions 
ff the Sick, and the Communicants did, in the 
Senſe of the Compilers, not only intend a Decla- 
rative,but alſo ſome Effectual Authority and Influ- 
nce on the People. That theſe Words in gene- 
al; He,pardoneth and abſolveth all them that truly 
repent, &c. have in that Miniſtry a particular ac- 
ompliſhment at that time, on the Conſciences 
f all ſuch as had made a Pious Confeſſion; for 
he Rubrick calls it, the Abſolution or Remiſſion 
f Sins to be pronounced by the Prieft alone 
ſtanding (i. e. Authoritatively) the People ſtill 
meeling, which yet does not ſeem proper, were 
it a meer Declaration, without any preſent Grace 
on the Penitent confefling, bewailing and beg- 

ing Mercy and Pardon for their Sins, according 
to God's Promiſe in Chrift ; which they beggin 

for at that time, are to be ſuppoſed at that tim 

to have it enſured and granted in that Abſoluti- 
on, tho* of Form only general and declaratory. 
And the leaſt Effect of all Prieſtly Abſolutions 
muſt put thoſe into a State of Mercy with God, 
who before were not freed from the Guilt and 
Condemnation of their own Conſcience. , . 

Now the Senſe of ſuch a Reſtitution muſt 
needs give Succour and Comfort to à Languiſh- 


ng 
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ing Soul, ſomething like the Relief of Hand 
Sorrowful Soul, of -which I -fhall relate the &. 
cred Hiſtory, I Sam. 1. 9, to 19. Hannah, the 
beloved Wiſe of Elkanah, being always n. 
Proached with Barrenneſs by the emulous Wife 
Peninnah,' and this yearly when they went up t 
the Temple of the Lord; at length, in Bitterneg 
of her Soul, the prayed for a Son, with a Vow af 
Dedication of him to theLord; in which only her 
Lips moved, but without Voice. TheHigh-Priet, 
Eli, obſerving this, ſuppoſing her Drunken, re. 
buked her for it: But the faid, © No, ny 
«Lord, Tam a Woman of a Sorrowful Spirt; 
have drunk neither Wine nor Strong-Drink, 
© but have poured out my Soul before the 
« Lord,” '&c. Then Eli anſwered and faid, 
. Go in peace, and the Lord of Iſrael grant thee th 
Petition, &c. And ſhe ſaid, Let thine Handnud 
find Grace in thy fight» So the Woman went her 
way; and did eat, and her Countenance was no 
more fad. Why ſo? but becauſe ſhe knew that 
Blefling of the Prieſt to be Authoritative and 
Effectual, tho' in that Form that litterally ſeems 
only Deprecatory; but had it in its Intention 
been no more, there had been no reaſon to bid 
her go in Peace, and ſo put an end to her Sup 
plication before affurance of its being granted; 
Sis therefore a pronunciatory and effectual 

r = | 
The effectual Relief therefore of Hannabs Sor 
rows by this Benediction, being ſo like the Con- = 
lation of the Prieſt's Remiffion of Sins to tif 
wounded Conſcience, tho' pronounced in ti 
Form, inclines me to look to other ſuch Form len 
of Benediction, that had had a joy ful, h 
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nſolatory Effect. Thus the effectual Bleſſing of 

[aac on his Son Jacob ran in the like Form: God 

ive thee of the Dem of Heaven, &c. Let People ſerve 

thee, Kc. Be Lord over thy Brethren, &c. Cur- 

d be every onethat.curſeth thee,” and bleſſed be he 

that bleſſet h thee,, Gen. 27. 28, 29. And that 

ais Bleſſing was irrevocably effectual appears, 

er. 33» 1 have bleſſed him, yea, and he (hall be 

bleſſed, See the like Form Gen. 28. 3, 4. In 

the ame Form Jacob bleſſed Joſeph and his Sons, 

Gen. 48. 15, 16. God, before whom my Fathers 

Abraham and Iſaac did walk; &c. The Anvel, 

which redeemed me from all evil, bleſs the Lads, 

nd let my Name be named on them, &c.. Let them 

grow into 4 Multitude, &c. Which, that it was 

ffectual, appears by ver. 19. 4 

Nay, this Notion of the effectual Bleſſing of ß 

od's Prieſts and Prophets came down from the 

atriarchal to ſucceeding Ages, from theſe and 

te like Original Inſtances and Inſtitutions; ſo 

bat even among the corrupt Religions it ob- 

und; for ſo Balak ſays unto Balaem, Num. 

2. 6. For I wot, that he, whom thou bleſſeſt, it 

leſed, and he whom thou curſeſt, is curſed. And 

ud this in general been a Notion totally ground- 

„ God probably would have took no notice 

f it, but have {fred him to curſe Iſrael ; 

at, being eventually deceived thereby, they 

Naht come off from that Superſtition. But 

0' Balaam was but a Sorcerer, and a falſe 

Tretender to that Power which God's Pro- 

bets and Prieſts had, yet wou'd he not ſuffer 

alaem to curſe, but forced him to bleſs the 

'eople with a pronuntiatory and effectual 

lelling, of which * was not n 
7 & 
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the leaſt reſpec che Author, ow he was the 
Miniſter. 1 
In the ſeveral other ſorts: = Edu! Ble 
ſings, as well as in Remiſſion of Sins, Our 4 
Saviour uſeth the like Forms. When the Pious fo 
Enturions dear Servant, for whom he was ear. ﬀl,; 
neſtly concerned, was ready to Die, Chrit Ih. 
3 granted his Supplication in a Form ſhmewhyt if 
oo \ like that of Eli to Hannah, 6 ti way, and 47 87 
5 thou haſt believed, fo be * unto thee, and his 
Servant was Healed in the ſelf. fime Hour 
Matt. 8. 13. See Luk. 7. 2, 3, 4, Gb. And 
ſee Mar. 5. 34. and 7. 29. and 10. 52. Luk. 19.19 
Job. 4. 50. So when he gave Sight to tuo 
Blind Wien Belioving 3 in his Power, he did it 
in this Form of Words, arcurding to Faith 
be it unto jou, Matt. g. 39. So in ſealing te 
Deaf Man, who had alſo an Impediment i 
His Tongue ; he put his Fingers into his Ear, 
and he Spit and touched his Tongue, -and look 
ing up to Heaven he Sighed, and ſaid unt 
him, Epphatha, that is, be opened; and he ws 
thence" effectually Healed, Mar: 7 32 to 3 
- *Tistrue indeed, that he, that did his, wi 
God, and ſo by a Divine Power Alone able to 
do ſo by his meer Fiat; but he was Man ally 
the Son of Man, and Mediator for Man, ant 
herein acted as ſuch, both by an Humane lv 
terceſſion (and che ſame Effectual) and Dr 
vine Power, both which he uſed in the R6 
miſſion of Sins. Tis true alſo, that this wi 
a Miraculous Act and Office, of which we 
are not capable, and ſo not to be drawn to u 
ordinary Precedent and Preſeriptive. Nor de 
[ 9 it to this End, but only to = 
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e chat an Author itative Att may: paſs by a Form 
that appears in the Letter to be Deprecatory- 
But becaufe the Perſon of Chriſt, even as Me- 
diator, is paramount to all others, we ſhall 
ſee the like Miracles of Mercy performed. by 
the Apoſtles in the ſame Form. So St. Petar 
healed the Lame Man in this Form; In the Name 
of Feſus of Nazareth, riſe up and watk, Acts 3. 6. 
St. Peter alſo a little varies, and doubles the 
Form of Declaratory and Imperative in the. Heal- 
ing of eAineas, ſaying; Jeſus Chriſt maketh thee 
whole ; Ariſe, and mate thy Bed; and he aroſe 
immediately, Acts 9. 34. So having prayed 
over dead Tabitha, he Returned to the Body, and 
laid, Tabitha, ariſe, v. 40. and ſhe did ſo. St. 
Paul — rv 3 Healed a Creeple, 4575 14. 
10. oudly ſaying, Stand upright on thy Feet. 
He caſt — Spirit of Divir ation, in theſe 
Words; I command rhee in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt to come out of her, Acts 16. 18. Let all 
theſe Miracles were immediately effected by 
the” meer Power of. God, but at the Pronun- 
ation of the Apoſtles. Whatſoever therefore 
God undertakes to do, ordinary or extraordi- 
nary, at the Interpoſition of his Deputies, that 
they are ſaid to do, becauſe they are Authorized 
lo to Act in his Name and Authority, and God 
fulfills it ; and then it matters not what the 
Forms of Words are, for in Intention they are 


all Authoritative and Effectual. 

So much then for the Power and Forms of 
Abſolution or Remiſſion of Sins, by the Mini- 
ſtry of the Prieſthood. Now let us conſider 
uch Inſtances as are nearly ſimilar to the Bind- 
us and Retaining of Sins, ſuch as are Authori- 
C 2 tative 
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tative and Effectual Execrations, or penal De: 
nunciations of Divine Vengeance. | 


-- Thus Noah pronounced a Curſe on Ham in his 


Poſterity in this Form, Curſed be - Canaan, &. 


Gen. 9. 25, 26, 27. Jacob was afraid of bringing 
Iſaac's Curſe upon him, Gen. 27. 12. ſee v. 1; 
In the tryal of jealouſie, the Prieſt was to ſet 
the ſuſpetted Woman before the Lord, and un- 
cover her Head, and put the Offering of Meme. 
rial in her Hands, which was the Jealouſie (f- 
fering; And the Prieſt was to have in his Hand 
the bitter Water that cauſeth the Curſe. And 
was to charge her by an Oath thus; If no Mu 
hath lien with thee, &c. be thou free from this bittr 
Water that cauſeth the Curſe ;, but if thou be d. 
filed, &c. The Lord make thee a Curſe, when th 
Thigh rots, and thy Belly ſwells : Which certainly 
follow*d on her guilt, but on her innocency ſhe 
was to be free, and canceive Seed, Levit. 5. 12. 
to 29, The Curſe of Jotham upon Abimele 
and the Shechemites was in this form; Let Fir 
come out from Abimelech, and devour the Men i 
Shechem, and the Houſe of Millo 3 and let Fin 
come out from the Men of Shechem, and the Hu: 
of Millo, and devour Abimelech. And it took 
preſent effect, Judg. 9. 20, 23, Cc. and was f. 


nally accompliſhed, v. 57. where it is exprelly | 


ſaid, That upon them came the. _ of - Jotham. 
In this form David curſed Jaab for perfidioul) 


killing Abner, 2 Sam. 3. 29, &c. Let the land 


Abner ”= the Head of Joab, and on all his Fi 
thers houſe, and let there not fail from the houſe of ud 
one that bath an Iſſue, or is a Leper, or that leant 
on & Staff, or that falleth on the Sword, or that la. 
eth Bread. Thus he Curſed thoſe that ſtirred 9 
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n 1 
al againft him; If it be the Children of Men, 
but have ſtirred thee up againſt me, Curſed be they 
efore the Lord, 1 Sam. 26. 19. Thus Fofhuz 
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c, Nurſed the Rebuilder of Fericho, Joſh. 6. 26. 
w ſed be the Mun before the Lord, that riſeth up 
3. rd buildeth this City Fericho, he ſhall lay the foun- 
t ien thereof in his firſt born, and in his youngeſt 
- ſhall he i p the Gates thereof; which was 
> Wulflled in the Eldeſt and Youngeſt Sons of Hiel, 
. King. 16. 34. When God had intended a 


amine upon Iſrael, he ſuſpended the Rain on 
he Will and Determination of Elia, to pro- 
re him Veneration ; and Elias hereupon de- 
ounces this in theſe words, 1 King. 17. 1. As 
he Lord liveth, &c. there ſhall not be Dew, nor 
tin theſe years but at my Word. Which was as 
gh a Form, as by the Authority committed to me, 
abſolve thee. When Elias called down Fire 
from Heaven on the Two firſt Captains of Fif- 
es with their Fifties, ſent to hum from King 
haziah, he did it in this Form, Let Fire come 
um from Heaven, and devour thee and thy Fifty; 
and it did ſo, 2 King. 1. 10, 12. When Eliſha 
rſed the Children, or young Boys (that 
mocked at him) in the Name of the Lord, 
there came two She-Bears out of the Wood, 
and tare in pieces Forty and two of them, 
King, 2. 24. When our Saviour curſed the 
barren Fig-tree, He did it in ſuch a form, Let 

10 Fruit orow on thee hence forward for ever; Or 

no Man eat Fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And 
preſently the Fig- tree withered away, Matt. 21. 
iy. Mark 11. 14. And left this ſhou'd be 
thought a Power peculiar to him as God only, 
he tells his Diſciples, That they by —_— 
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; 4 5 Removal or Abſolution of the Guilt; but fince ch 
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ſhou'd do, not only the ſame, but much mar 
vid. ſeqq-, In a general Execration of Ant. 
chriſtian, Teachers, St. Paul thus expreſſes hin, Nen 
ſelf: F we, or even. an Angel from Heaven, Prey 
any other Doctrine among. you than - what we hay 
received, let bim be Accurſed, or. Anatheng, Poul 
Gal. 1. 8, 9. Under which, all they that dd 
ſo among the Galatians, Fell, and were to hy 
Excluded all Communion for ſo doing, as being 
under the Sentence of that Curſe. When Alex. 
ander the Copper - ſmith much wronged St. Pa 
he laid his Bond upon him, he Lord Renal * 
him according to his Works, &c. 2 Tim. 4. 14 
So, If any Man Love not the Lord Jeſus Cir, 
(that is, do ſuch Actions, as' manifeſt an Hz 
tred or Contempt of him ) - let him be Anathens, 
Maranatha, 1 Cor. 16. 22. in all which genen 
Words, particular Perſons were intended, that 
gave occaſion to them, and they were effectualy 
Ratified in Heaven. The- concluſion from il 
which is, That they, whom God Authorizs er 
to Bleſs or Curſe. in his Name, ſuch as ar 
proper Objects of Bleſſing and Curſing, when 
they Execute thoſe Offices duly according t1 
the intent of their Powers, do effectuall/ de. 
termine the Judgment of God accordingly, and 
therefore are in an effecłkual Senſe, ſaid to do 
| what God certainly. does on their Sentence; 
be it of what Form ſoever. God therefore v 
lone doth immediately forgive Sins, as to tif 
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he often does it only on the Abſolution of h 
Miniſters, by vertye of his Commiſſion, au 
their Order, that Remiſſion of Sins is proper — 
enough attributed to the Miniſter, who by ll 
Acts, admits and entitles them to this Grace. | 


bellexe therefore I have proved the Cathos' 
Doctrine of eſfectual Binding and Looſing, 
emitting and Retaining of Sins, to be of Di- 
ne Authority and Foundation, tho? the whole 
hurch, that is in immemorial Poſſeſſion of this 
ottrine, is not bound to prove it to every 
aviller, as often as he ſhall quarrel it. What 
received and eſtabliſhed - muſt be diſproved 
y God's Word, or a more Catholic Principle 
tteftable by God's Word, which our ſhocked 
doctor has not attempted, nor ever will be able 
attempt, much leſs to perform. And there-: - 
bre no Convocation ought to take any notice of 
ch his peeviſh and ignorant (if not infidel) 
Motions, except it be to cenſure em. | 
Nay, he owns, that Dr. Brett's Doctrine, if 
rue, is moſt highly profitable, and of greateſt 
portance, p-6, Nor did he fay in his firſt 
otion, that Dr. Brett had carried the Point of 
\bſolution beyond what he had ground for 
om the Words of our Church, p. 7. tho? yet 
e ſays the contrary hereto, a 13. and broadly 
ints, that it includes, or leads to pernicious . 
Pottrines, which yet good Dottrines, if true, 
not, and our Church's Doctrine do not con- 
ain in them any ſuchTendency. And therefore, 
ho he cannot Anſwer Archbiſhop Cranmer's 
Queſtion, p. 14. and 15. yet tis eaſie to anſwer, 
hat our Hoftrine is not, that it lieth in the 
ill and Power of Prieſts to remit, or not to 
remit Sins at their pleaſure, ſince by the Law of 
Chriſt they are bound to remit the Penitent, 
when they find him to be ſuch, and as much 
bound not to remit the Impenitent; and if they 
conſciouſly do, their Key not only errs but mw 
an 
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never ratify their Acts; for he wil 
mmiſter tO Ini uity, or Perverſion of j 1. 
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Act ok a Prieſt has the Appearance and Effect q 
aan eternal Validity before Men, till author 
m c.tively examin d, condemn'd, and reverg(; 
yet God does not ſeal it inwardly as to the Con 
ſcience, or againſt his own juſt Indignatian, 
And ſo the Divine Law and Judgment upon ig 
carries in it a Circumſpectè agatis upon the Con- 
ſcience of the Prieſt, that he be not condempng 
for Male Adminiſtration of his Powers. 


ſcipline? Tho' therefore ſuch a fraudulem 
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